86 taluks in K'taka
are drought-hit

Bengalurw: The government on Tues-
day declared 86 of 176 taluks drought-
hit. These taluks are spread across 19
districts, mainly north Karnataka.

The announcement comes close on
the heels of unprecedented rain and
floods that wreaked havoc in Malnad re-
gion and coastal districts. “We have de-
clared 86 taluks drought-hit according
to the 2016 manual of drought manage-
ment released by the Centre,” revenue
minister RV Deshpande told reporters.

Te government had first released Bs
287 crore for taking up droughtrelief
work in all 30 districts. Another Rs 200
crore was released from the chief min-
ister's calamity fund for tackling floods
and landslides in Kodagu and other
Malnad districts. “We are also releas-
ing Rs 501akh for each of 86 drought-hit
taluks. The grant will be utilised for set-
ting up goshalas (cattle shelters), dig-
ging borewells and supplying water
through tankers,” he added.

A delegation from the state met PM
Narendra Modi in New Delhi on Monday,
A coniral team headed by home ministry
jointsecretary Anil Malik will visitflood-
hitdistricts from Wednesday, ms

Farmer ends life, wants CM,

Times Mews NeTwork

Mandva: The farm loan
waiver scheme announced by
the government has done lit-
tle to stem the wave of suicid-
es among farmers in Mandya
district, considered the bas-
tion of theruling JD(S).

On Monday night, M Ra-
jesh, a farmer from Malaga-
ranahalli village, hanged
himself ashe had failed tore-

pay his loans. Locals said he
had lefta suicide note, stating
that he wanied chisef minis-
tor HD Kumaraswamy, major
irrigation minister DK Shiv-
akumar, actor-turned-poli-
tician Ambareesh and other
senior leaders of the district
to attend his final rites.

But Maddur police de-
nied thers was any such
note. “Rajesh had a loan of
Rs 1.75 lakh on record and
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DKS & Ambareesh at funeral

another Rs 3.25 lakh loan
which was not on record,
taken from local vendors. He
committed suicide on Mon-

CROP LOSS

day night. The body was
handed over to his family af-
ter postmortem on Tues-
day,” said police.

According to locals, Ra-
jesh had five acres of land

and was following the multi-
croppattern, including grow-
ing paddy “On Monday morn-
ing, he wasworkingon his pad-
dy field. Hewentmissingin the
ovening. Around 10pm, we
found his body hanging in the
farm. He had left a suicide note
saying he wanted CM Kuma-
raswamy, minister DK Shiv-
akumar, actor Ambareesh and
others to attend the final
rites,” saidlocals.




Jarkiholi-DKS spat is a new
thorn in the coalition’s flesh

Belagavi BroS INTERNALISSUE, CONG WILL SOLVE IT: HDK

Issue Sept 16
Ultimatum

Times News NETWORK

Bengaluru: The turf war in
Belagavi between the Jarki-
holi brothers and water reso-
urces minister DK Shivaku-
mar landed at the Karnataka
government’s door as the for-
merissuedanultimatum that
could threaten the stability
of therulingcoalition.
Ramesh and Satish Jarki-
holi, who have accused Shiva-
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Kumar of interfering in their

turf allegedly through MLA
Laxmi Hebbalkar, asked the
Congress hlgh command on
Tuesday to rein in the mini-
sterorface the consequences.

The Jarkiholis gave their
high command time till Sept

Ramesh Jarkiholi | MmunicipaL
ADMINISTRATION MINISTER

Wait till September 16, you
will see what happens. »

The BIP is
spreading lies
Q against the coalition
overnment. I've spoken
— g9 po

not trouble — them.
DK Shivakumar |

“ (Contrary to what Jarkiholis say)
| have not interfered in Belagavi
politics. The Jarkiholis are committed
workers, have toiled hard to
build the Congress. They are
an asset. | am here to help -

WATER RESOURCES MINISTER

to Ramesh Jarkiholi. He
says he won't
desert
Congress.
The
govemment
will complete
its five-year tenure.
G Parameshwara |
DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER

It's an internal issue, and the Congress will
resolve it. Jarkiholi brothers are in touch

with me. Instead of focusing on people's

problems, the BJP is trying to weaken the coalition
government. It shows their meanness.
HD Kumaraswamy | CHIEF MINSTER

16 to settle the power tussle.
“Wait till September 16, you
will see what happens,” mu-
nicipal administration mini-
ster Ramesh Jarkiholi told
reporters, adding grist totalk
of moves to topple the Kuma-
raswamy-led Congress-JIX(S)

ui

coalition government.

The last straw for the Jar-
kiholis appears to have been
therecent PLLD Bank elections
in which they were forced to
go with candidates from Heb-
balkar’s camp. While it was
pitched as a compromise for

both parties, the humiliated
brothers have declared a war
against Shivakumar for sup-
porting Hebbalkar. They are
mustering the support of as
many MLAS as possible to
send a message that Congress
cannot take themlightly.

Ramesh Jarkiholi, along
with Congress MLA BC Patil,
an aspirant for a ministerial
berth, metdeputy chief mini-
ster G Parameshwara on Tu-
esday and made it clear they
wouldnot tolerate Interferen-
ce from “outsiders”, inclu-
ding Shivakumar, in Belaga-
vi. That apart, the brothers
want a ministerial berth, fi-
nal say in transfer of officials
in the district and nomina-
tion of their supporters tobo-
ards and corporations.

The early-morning mee-
ting set the rumour mills rol-
ling. By 10am, there was talk
of 14-17 Congress MLAs resig-
ning from the assembly and
joininghands with BJP.

» Plan to topple govt,P7

Four years on, fertiliser plant promised
by Ananth Kumar remains on paper

K'taka needs to develop
agri as industry: Minister

Anil G efji@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru; It's been four
yvearssince Unionchemicals
and fortilizers minister HN
Ananth Eumar announced
the setting up of a fertiliser
manufacturingplantin Kar-
nataka. But the promise still
remains on paper, despite
the state government offer-
ing land for free for the pro-
posed factory

Soon after he took over as
minister of chemicals and
fertilizers in 2014, Kumar
had announced that he'd
sanctlon a fertiliser manu-
facturing unit for Karnata-
ka, provided the state gov-
ernment gives the required
land. It was, in fact, one of
hisfirstpromises asaminis-
ter. The proposal was to set
up a plant with an annual
production capacity of 13
lakh tonnes, with an invest-
mentof Rs5,500crore.

The state SOVRrnment,
aftor several rounds of dis-
cussions with the ministry
of fertilizers, identified
three sites near Dharwad,
Davanagere and Vijayapura
districts. All the sites are in
the vicinity of the Dabhol-
Bidadi gas pipeline project
as suggestod by the Centre,

as natural gas is a major

component for every fertil-
izer plant.
“We Thave Identified

around 275 acres near Da-
vanagere and 500 acres each
near Dharwad and Vijayapu-
ra. We have even informed
the Union fertilizers minis-
try that the state government
1sready toprovide land free of
cost. But there has beon no
further communication from
the minister or the ministry,”
£aid an official of thestate in-
dustries department.

It is also being said that at
one point of time, the Union
ministry asked the state gov-
ernment to contact private
fortilizer manufacturing
companies toinvestin Karna-
taka, much against the prom-
ise made by the Union minis-
ter: “We did contact some five
companies, but none evinced
interest. It is the Union minis-
ter who had promised a plant
to Karnataka. Now they are
asking us to find a private
company,” an official said.

Industries minister KJ
George sald the state had
prompily identified land for
the plant and offered to give
it free of cost. “Now it is for
the Union ministry to final-
ize one of these sites and set

TIMES VIEW

ereis yetanother instance

ofhow tall promises made
by politicians raise people’s
hope, only to be letdown badly
as they often remain on paper.
Itisfour yearssinceminister
HN Ananth Kumar sold the
dream of a fertiliser plant in
Karnataka. While the nextLok
Sabhaelectionis around the
corner, the plantremains a
pipe dream. The state promptly
identified place for the project
and even offered to give it free
ofcost, but there has beenno
forward movement. At least
now, the officials must
expeditethefeasibility study,
which theycite as thereason
for the delay. They must ensure
the plant is upand operational.

up theplant,” he added.
Kumar’'s office staff, qu-
oting fertiliser ministry offi-
cials, said the delay is be-
cause a feasibility study is
being conducted on the pro-
posed sites. “It will take
some more time and the
ministeris committed to set-
ting up the plant in Karnata-
kaaspromised,” they said.
Eumar, howover, Was not
available for comment.

Times News NeTwork

Bengalurnu: Public owners-
hip of land and water reso-
urces, and cooperative far-
ming will be the major chal-
lenges that Karnataka will
face while emulating the Is-
raeli agriculiure model, mi-
nister NH Shivashankara
Reddy has said.

Reddy, an alummnus of Uni-
versityof Agricultural Scien-
ces (UAS), Bengaluru, inau-

AGRI ENGG COLLEGE

gurated the Agricultural
Enginecring College, the se-
cond such institution in the
state, on Tuesday. The first
college 1s in Raichur Chief
minister HD Kumaraswamy
had announced in his budget
that the state would adopt the
[srael model of agriculture,
Reddy, who reiurned
from Israel on Monday, said
60% of its land is a desert,
while the rest is available for
agriculture. “Israel's envi-
ronment and rainfall pat-

tern are similar to that of
Karnataka, but water is
completely in control of the
government and 85% of
used water is recycled. Far-
ming is a cooperative endea-
vour there. The government
gives away land on lease. But
here, we've to study whether
wecanadopt thecooperative
madel or not. We need to de-
velop agriculture as an in-
dustry and frame policies to
tackle floods and develop mi-
cro-irrigation,” hesaid.

He wurged agriculture
universities and enginee-
ring colleges to focus on de-
veloping equipments to add-
ress farmers’ problems.
Bamboosolution
Reddy, who recently visited
the National Bamboo Mis-
sion sites in Tamil Nadu, ur-
god scientists to develop a
variety of bamboo breeds as
theyarea good source of bio-
fuel. “Scientists  should
check whether they are pro-
fitable for farmers or not. We
canuse them asanalternati-
vetoeucalyptus,” he said.




BJP doesn’t want state unit to

fish in troubled coalition waters

AN ALLIANCE OF ANOTHER KIND

Times News NETWORK

Bengalurn: As political
discontent within the Con-
gress Keeps the ruling coali-
tion on tenterhooks, the
state BJP appears to be
caught in a bind on how, and
whether, to capitalise on the
internal dissent.

But BJP's central leader-
ship is reportedly against its
state unit fishing in troubled
waters. BJP sources admit
that efforts were made previ-
ously to poach MLAS from the
ruling coalition parties, but
were rescinded following na-
tional president Amit Shah’s
strict warning not to embar-
rass the party again.

It is said that the hasty
decision of state BJP presi-
dent and opposition leader B
S Yeddyurappa to try and
form a government with only
104 MLAS, had caused major
embarrassment to the BJP's
national image.

BJP MLC Lehar Singh
said his party will not encour-
age destabilising the coali-
tion government. “What is
happening in the Congress
now is a bargain tussle among
themselves, and some of our
leaders may unwittingly walk
into the trap. The coalition
government will cave in by
itself, as the mandaie in the
assembly polls was for a BJP-
JDN8) alliance,” he added.

However, earlier 1ast weelk,
during the national executive
meeting, Yeddyurappa’'s

Bengaluru: Even as there is
speculation of the Jarkiholis
holding discussions with BIP
strongman MLA B Sreeramulu,
there are also reports that
talks are on between them on
a possible marrage alliance
within the two families.

It is leamt that the two
families, representing the
Valmiki community, are
working on a match between
Sreeramulu's daughter, whoa is
studying in London, with

municipal administration
minister Ramesh Jarkiholi's
second son. “Talks have taken
place and a final decision will
be taken shortly,” sources
close to the families said.
Jarkiholi's first son's
wedding was held on November
21, 2016, in Gokak in Belagavi.
The wedding was a glittering
affair and coincided with the
legislature session in Belagavi,
which made it possible for
legislators to attend. n

meeting with Shah has given
a hint that there will be re-
newed efforts to get con-
firmed numbers to form the
government, if the coalition
fails to stay in power. It is
claimed that Yeddyurappa
has kept efforts to approach
the ruling coalition MLAS
within a tight circle of his
confidants and family.

Apart from Yeddyurappa
himself, it is said that son B
Y Vijayendra and Molakalm-
urn MLA B Sreeramulu are
the Key players in tapping
MLAs from the JIN5) and
Congress.

It 1s said that the BJP is
trying to keep the coalition
guessing on its survival, and
Keep them occupied with in-
ternal troubles, thereby se-
curing an edge ahead of the
Lok Sabha elections.

“The names of Goolihatti
Shekar and A S Poornima as
having been poached by the

Congress are doing the
rounds. These are baseless
rumours. Poornima, in fact,
called me and shed tears over
her name being maligned,”
claimed BJP general secre-
tary Shobha Karandlaje.

Karandlaje said the BJP
stateleadership is in constant
touch with its MIL.As, and that
all of them have been warned
about efforts by the JD(S) and
Congress to try and create a
rift in the party

On questions whether the
party is ready to form the gov-
ernment, if the coalition falls
apart, Karandlaje said: “With
the kKind of trouble with
which the coalition is func-
tioning, it is certain to fall
soon. We certainly do not
have the numbers to form the
£OVernment on our own, and
will welcome anyone who
joins the BJP We will wait
and watch. Anything can hap-
pen in politics.”

Issue is a media creation: Gowda

Times News NETWORK

Hassan: Former Prime Min-
ister and JINS) supremo HD
Deve Gowda made it clear that
he will not react to speculation
that the BJP is tryving to desta-
bilise the government.

He told reporters in Hole-
narasipur on Tuesday that the
issue has been created by the
media. “I will not blame any
person for this speculation. I
don't want to reply to the
many different statements

from everyone,” he said.

On BJP state unit presi-
dent and former CM BS Yed-
dyvurappa’s statement that the
state delegation meeting
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was more like the Deve
Gowda family's visit, he said
that CM H D Kumaraswamy
and minister H D Revanna
WeTre Dresent.

He said they had placed
statistics of the overall losses
due to floods and drought be-
fore the Centre.

JINS) state president H
Vishwanath cleared the air
about some unhappy Congress
leaders joining the BJP term-
ing it a “media creation”.

Vishwanaih told reporters
that differences in opinion do
exist, and these will be sorted
out by the political parties.
BJP's Sreeramulu and
Ramesh Jarkiholi may have
met, but they are from the
same community, and it can-
not be saild that Ramesh is
joining the BJP, he added.

104 3/
BIP JD(S)
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coalition resign; this will . bring down BJP's strength to
bring down assembly . 99, and save the coalition
strength to 207, and : government even if 15 of its
coalition’s numbersto 103 | MLAs resign
WHY THE CONFUSION?
» Tussle between Jarkiholi Parameshwara or minister D
brothers and water resources K Shivakumar
minister D K Shivakumar to » BIP doesn’t want JDl:S}-
control Belagavi district Congress coalition
» Congress continuestobea government to settle down
divided house: Rank and file  and work Wants to create
identifies with camps of confusion and air of
either former CM uncertainty about
Siddaramaiah, DyCM G government's stability
SCENARIO 1| SCENARIO 2
If 15-17 Congress-JD(S) | If 15-17 Congress-JD(S) MLAs

MLAs resign, the strength of | resign, and the coalition

the House comes down to | government manages to get five

207 or 205, and the half | BJP MLAs to resign before the
mark will be 108 or 106. In | BJP forms the government, the

such a situation, the BJP
with 104 MLAs can easily
form the government. The
combined strength of
Congress and JD(S) will be
reduced to 103 or 101.

SCENARIO 3

If Congress-JD(S) combine ensures that 4-5 BJP MLAs
resign prior to Operation Lotus, then strength of House
will come down to 218 or 217, and make the coalition
government even safer.

strength of the House will come
down to 200 or 202. This will
ensure continuation of the
Congress-ID(S) coalition
government, despite its reduced
strength of 103 or 101

Rumours over plan to topple govt

» Continued from page 1

here is also speculation

| that the Jarkiholis and
state BJP president BS
Yeddyurappa have been work-
ing on a plan to topple the
government. The Jarkiholi
camp is said to comprise 7-8
MLAS, including Anand Sin-
gh, B Nagendra and LB Bhi-

ma Naik of JINS).

join the BJE" said Satish.

With 104 seats, the BJP can
form the government if at
least 15 MLAS from the ruling
coalition government resign
and bring down the effective
assembly strength to 207.

However, ML.AS Nagendra
and Satish Jarkiholi ruled out
truck with the BJE “0Our ide-
ologies do not match. I won't

On his part, Yeddyurappa
held a marathon meeting
with senior BJP leaders, in-
cluding Jagadish Shettar,
Umesh Katti and Govind Ear-
jol, at his Dollars Colony
residence. The BJP MLAS
have been asked not to travel
abroad, given the fluid politi-
cal situation in the state.




For his big dream, DKS
wants hold on Blagaw

Co-op Banks Hold
Key To Control

Tmes News NETWORK

Bengaluru: It is no secret
that Congress leader and wa-
ter resources minister D K
Shivakumar is a chief minis-
terial aspirant.

And this seems to be the
focal point of the raging con-
troversy involving the Jarki-
holi brothers and Congress
MLA Laxmi Hebbalkar in
Belagavi, that is causing
worry to the Kumaraswamy
government. The Jarkiholis
have told the Congress lead-
ership to direct Shivakumar
to steer clear of Belagavi
politics.

Party insiders said Shiva-
kumar is firmly backing
Hebbalkar to ensure she
gains a foothold in Belagavi
politics, currently largely
controlled by the Jarkiholis,
Kattis and HukKeris.

“Shivakumar feels it
would help his cause on the
road to becoming CM some-
day, as Belagavi, with about
18 assembly constituencies,
iIs a politically significant
district in North Karnata-
ka,” they added.

To gain a foothold in Bela-
gavi politics, locals admit that
it is indispensable for any
leader to gain control over
cooperative banks, as they
form the support base of all
leaders. “The Jarkiholis felt
threatened and rattled when
Hebbalkar tried to gain entry
into their long-held bastion,”
they added.

Shivakumar has already

MASTER STRATEGIST: DK Shivakumar has set his planin action

Hebbalkar

Ramesh Jarkiholi

successfully executed this
plan over the other politi-
cally significant districts of
Dharwad and Ballari, by
supporting second-rung
leaders like Vinay Kulkarni,
B Nagendra and Anand Sin-
gh, and has already gained
some control there.

A senior leader close to
Shivakumar said the latter
is confident of making it to
the CM’s gaddi, as he feels
he will emerge as the next
major Vokkaliga leader, af-
ter chief minister H D Ku-
maraswamy. “Shivakumar
has realized that it is impor-
tant to have the support of

MLAS from North Karnata-
ka, if one has to emerge as
Congress legislature party
leader, that sets the stage to
becoming CM. So he is
grooming some second-rung
leaders to shore up his num-
bers before he gets the op-
portunity to don the CM’'s
mantle,” they added.

Shivakumar, the second
richest minister in the coun-
try with assets worth Rs 251
crore, started executing his
long-term plan last year
when he reaffirmed his cre-
dentials as the party’s top
crisis manager by shielding
his party’s legislators from
Gujarat, and prevented at-
tempts to poach them by the
BJP during the Rajya Sabha
elections.

However, the income-tax
department raids turned out
to be a major setback, and he
is now desperately finding
ways to wriggle out of it to
accomplish his CM dream.




Poll for 3 MLC seats

to be held on Oct 3

Times News NeTwork

Bengaluru: The Congress is
looking to shore up its num-
bers and get absolute majori-
ty in the Karnataka legislati-
ve council during elections to
three EMLA (elected by
MIL.AS) constituency seats on
October 3.

The seats fell vacant after
KS Eshwarappa and V So-
manna (both BJP) and G Pa-
rameshwara (Congress) re-
slgned after getting elected to
the assembly on May 16.

Considering the numeri-
cal strength of the Congress

MB Patil's brother
wins MLC seat

Vijayapura: In a major boost to

disgrunted former Congress

Sunilgouda B Patil won the
byelection to the legislative
council in Vijayapura and
Bagalkot local bodies’

the support of JD{S). The
election on September 6 o
the MLC seat was
necessitated following the
resignation of former MLC
Basanagouda Patil Yatnal.
Sunilgouda won by a margin

minister MB Patil, his brother

constituency on Tuesday with

KC Valley case:
HC seeks water
quality reports

Bengalurn: The high court
on Tuesday directed the gov-
ernment to submit water-
guality reports on two jack
wells situated along the
course of the Koramangala-
Challaghatta Valley,

Jack well is a structure de-
signed for collecting water
from river/lake and reservoir.
The report was sought on the
well, which is close to the chlo-
rine contact tank and another
about 9.5Km away.

This was after advocate
goneral (AG) Udaya Holla in-
formed the cold that except
for the overflow of untreated

and JINS)in thelegislativeas- 2,040 votes by defeating BIP
sembly, they can comfortably | candidate Gulappa Shetagar
‘.F.".'II] tWo seats ;’11][1 ﬂ'lE BJP “hﬂ gﬂtE,m votes,

one. But the big question is,

will the JINS) forgo two seats PART E_

[ legeavecour
to the Congress or will it bar- 34 18 13

gain for one? This will pro-
bably be another test for the

Cong BIP JD(S) Ind Vacant

2 T

Chairman - 1

water on one day, water quali-
ty is within the prescribed
limits. Kolar
drought-prone area and till
now, it has received up to 60%

district is a

JINS)-Congress alliance in lass rainfall this season.
the next two weeks. seats are the 222 members of : Counsel for Kolar residents
The last date for filingno- the legislative assembly @ wanted to resume pumping of

minations is September 22
and withdrawal September
26. The papers will be scruti-
nised on September 24. Pol-
ling will be held on October 3,
while counting of votes and
results will be declared in the
eveningon the same day.

The electoral college for
thethree EMLA constituency

Man suffers heart attack, travels
130km on bandh day, survives

legislative

and vacant 2.

(ML.AS). Since the elections :
are to be held for three seats, :
the quota required by candi-
dates to win 18 56 votes. :
The current party-wise :
strength in the 222-member
assembly is: :
Congress 79, JINS) 37, BJP :
104, BSP 1, Independents 2 :

treated water to replenish the
groundwater level.

However, thecourtsaid the
interim order passed on July
24 restricting pumping of
treated water to tanks will
continue except for testing.
The next hearing on the PIL
challenging the KC Valley

project 1s on September 20.

‘Savior’ WhatsApp Group Of Doctors Ensured Speedy Action

Vinobha.KT@timesgroup.com

Mangaluru: A doctors’ col-
lective on Monday saved the
life of a Chikkamagaluru la-
bourer, who suffered a heart
attack in the morning and
travelled more than 130km in
two vehicles for over eight
hours before he got life-saving
treatment late in the night.

Sources said the 44-year-
oldlabourer from Samse com-
plained of chest pain at 11am
on Monday Since public
transport was off the roads
due to the Bharat bandh, he
had to wait till 3pm to get an
autorickshaw to reach the
nearest town, Kalasa, by
4.30pm. The Kalasa hospital
carried out preliminary in-
vestigation and put the la-
bourer on an ambulance to
Mangaluru by 7pm.

The ambulance reached
the coastal city by 10.45pm,
and he was treated successful-
ly at the Kasturba Medical
College in thenick of time.

CONNECTIVITY TROUBLE

Thepatient’slife could be
saved because of an innova-
tive programme — Cardiolo-
gy at Doorsteps (CAD) — in
which general practitioners
insixdistrictsgetfreeexpert
advice on cardiac care from
two eminent cardiologists.
This quick communication
network bridges the dis-
tance and collapses walls in
discussions to fast-track
medical treatment.

Though the heart patient
seemingly lost time in getting
medical attention, hereceived
the best treatment, thanks to
Dr Padmanabh Kamath, pro-

fessor and head of the depart-

ment of cardiology at Kastur-
ba Medical College. Dr Ka-
math said the labourer trav-
ellied 7km in a rickshaw and
125Kkm in an ambulance to re-
ach the Mangaluru hospital.

The Cardiology at Door-
steps initiative has 250 prac-
titioners working in Dakshi-
na Kannada, Udupi, Uttara
Kannada, Kodagu, Hassan
and Chikkamagaluru dis-
tricts, and the cardiologists
are Dr Padmanabh Kamath
and Dr Manish Rai.

Dr Kamath said the la-
bourer was examined by Dr
Vikram Prabhu from Kalasa
and an ECG was done on
him. He had to be rushed to
Mangaluru for further treat-
ment. Because of the bandh,
his travel was delayed. Once
in Mangaluru, the labourer
underwent angioplasty.

“A youth who suffered a
massive heart attack died in
2014 because of delay indiag-
nosis. This forced me to col-

lect demographic details of
villages, towns, nearest hos-
pitals, primary health cen-
tres and database of doctors.
After two years of compila-
tion of information, we
formed a WhatsApp group
called ‘Savior' and started
usingthisplatform toreach
outtopatients. Wesavedthe
labourer’s life, thanks to
the CAD and Dr Prabhu
from Kalasa, who took the
right decisions,” Dr Ka-
math said, adding the doc-
tors’ collective has saved
many lives from the brink.
Dr Kamath said they have
handed out free ECG ma-
chines to 25 health centres in
fivedistricts in theregion and
25 more centres will be cov-
ered in this programme by
November. “High-end ma-
chines which cost Rs 46,000
will be distributed to regional
centres that cover more vil-
lages. Ten more units will be
distributed on Ganesha Cha-
turthi,” the doctor added.







