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Relief works
intensified:
CM takes

stock

BENGALURU: Chief Minister
H D Kumaraswamy hasdirect-
ed the Kodagu district admin-
istration to identify govern-
ment lands in the district to
rehabilitate the flood victims,
Kumaraswamy, on Wednes-
day, sought informaton from
Kodagu district incharge Min-
ister Sa Ra Mahesh and Depu-
ty Commissioner P I Sreevidya
about the relief measures in
the district. He has also direct-
ed the authorities toassess the
losses to life and property for
disbursal of compensation.
According to the chief min-
ister’s office (CMO), the gow-
ernment is taking steps to rec-
reate important documents
that have either been damaged
orlostduring the floods.

A drone survey will be con-
ducted across the district to
help the National Highway
Authority of India, Public
Works Department and the
Panchayat Raj engineering
department rebuild the roads.

While KSRTC has been
directed to start plying bus-
es in the district, authorities
concerned have been asked
to construct channels to en-
sure the smooth flow of the
rainwater and prevent disas-
ters.Asatemporary measure,
protection walls will be built
using sandbags to prevent
landslides.

To facilitate hot water in re-
lief centres, gas cylinders and
gas geysers will be provided
for.

Relief materials are being
distributed to different parts
of the district from five stor-
age centres in more than 100
vehicles.

Citing scarcity of tarpaulin
and plastic bags, the govern-
ment has sought for these ma-
terials specifically.
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HDK’s aerial
survey: CMO

clarifies

BENGALURU, DHNS: The chief
minister's office (CMO) on
Wednesday got into damage
control mode by issuing a clar-
ificaton on the video showing
Chief Mimnister H D Kumaras-
wamy reading a newspaper
during an aerial survey of
flood-affected Kodagu.

OnAugust 19, avideo show-
ing Kumaraswamy reading
a Kannada daily during the
aerial survey had gone viral.
Kumaraswamy had come un-
derarttack for choosing toread
anewspaper instead of review-
ing the flood situation.

The CMO has now clarified
that Kumaraswamy had only
“glanced” the newspaper fora
few minutes.

3morebodies found
in Kodagurubble

Reduced rainfall allows rescuers to
carryout searches at landslide sites

Bharath Joshi

MADIKERI, DHNS: Three
bodies were recovered

in flood-hit Kodagu on
Wednesday, making it nine
confirmed deaths ever since
heavyrainfall and landslides
wreaked havocinthedistrict
over the past twoweeks.

Rescue personnel found two
bodies in Yemetalu and one in
Katakeri, according to Kodagu
superintendent of police Su-
man D Pennekar.

While two of them were
identified as Leelavathi and
her son Umesh — their bod-
ies were found about two km
away from the house that was
washed away— the other body
was identified as Pavan (33).
The mother was a labourer
while her son was an autorick-
shaw driver.

“The rescue operation will
resume on Thursday until we
areconvinced,” Pennekar said.
At least 16 persons are feared
dead since August 14, but only
nine bodies have been recov-
ered so far.

In the 24 hours preceding
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Total deaths: 16
of which 9 confirmed

Relief camps: 51
le under
ot 6,096

Villages with
no electricity: 15

Housesdamaged: 1,118

Aresldentpointsathis

Rescuepersonnel: 1,019 housewhichwas destroyed

Persons rescued: 4,450
JCBs deployed: 70

Inalanasiide In Madikerl In

Kodagu district. o4 pHoTO

Wednesday, Kodagu district
received 13.2 mm rainfall,
which authorities said was
30% less than normal. The
decrease in the intensity of
rainfall gave rescue personnel
the leeway to screen each and
every house wherever land-
slides have occurred. Author-
ities said 4,450 people had
been rescued to safety.

A team of scientists from
the National Geophysical Re-
search Institute (NGRI) found
thatthere was no link between
the landslides and the last-

known earthquake reported
in thedistricton July 9.

The state government also
announced that a single-win-
dow system would be setup to
issue a fresh set of documents
to people who have been dis-
placed. Documents will be is-
sued either free of costorata
nominal pricewithoutcitizens
having toregister FIRs.

The KSRTC has arranged
minibuses to ply from Sullia to
Madikeri via Kerala to ensure
connectvity.

Related reports, Pages 4 &5

PES University
contributes
Rs 1.5 crore for
relief works

BENGALURU: Bengalu-
ru-based PES University
has contributed Rs 1.5 crore
to help the rain-ravaged
Kodagu district and Kerala
state.

As part of its social respon-
sibility and also to mitigate
the sufferings of people of
both, Kodagu in Karnataka,
and Kerala, caused due to
the devastating rain dam-
ages, the PES University
has contributed Rs 1 crore
to Kerala and Rs 50 lakh
to Kodagu district.
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Fresh trouble brews for coffee
& pepper growers in Kodagu

Excessrainfallmay trlgger diseases, increase berry droppings

Darshan DevaiahBP

BENGALURU: After rains,
coffee planters in Kodagu
are gripped by the fear of
black rot disease and berry
droppings. Spices like black
pepper and cardamom pro-
duced in the coffee estates
have also perished, beside
paddy fields being washed
away.

Thedistrict, which isknown
forits coffee production world-
wide, may have abysmally low
coffee and agriculture output
this year. The coffee growers,
especially small planters, will
be hit by the black rot disease,
increase in berry droppings
and fungal disease to the crop.

Naj Chengappa, a coffee
planter, said, “The diseasewill
affectboth Arabicaand Robus-

. " \ u > ’ ’,
vast tracts of coﬂee plantatlors nave been omrwed
due to lanadslides In KOO3agU. D FILE PHOTD

ta coffee due to excessrainfall.
The most striking symptoms

are blackening and rotting of worried about falling coffee

the leaves and tender berries.”

The growers are already

prices in the past two years.
The diseases following the
flood will add to their suffer-
ings. Black peppercrop, growvn
extensively in coffee planta-
tionsin thedistrict, also suffers
from droppings and fungal
diseases. Cardamom is grown
in parts of North Kodagu.
The crop has suffered heavy
damages due to landslides
and flood. “Since there is no
proper sunlight in Kodagu for
almost a month now, thiswill
cause fungal disease to cof-
fee, black pepper and carda-
mom grown particularly in
the North Kodagu areas like
Madiken, Napoklu, and Som-
warpet,”said Naj.
According to Kaibulira
Harish Appaiah, president of
Kodagu Growers' Association,
the rain this year has caused
60% loss for coffee and pepper

crops in the district. “Due to
rain-related disease to coffee,
98.5% small growers will be
affected. The crop requires
at least two years to recover
from rain-related diseases.”
“The government hastowaive
the loans of farmers and come
out with relief packages to
compensate for the crop dam-
ages.” he said. According to
sources in the Horticulture
department, an estimated
47,000 hectares of arecanut
plantations have been affected
due to heavy rain. Arecanutis
majorly grown in DK, Uttara
Kannada, Kodagu, Chikkama-
galuru and Shivamogga. “The
rain has caused fungal diseases
inarecanutcrop, whichwillaf-
fect the output this year,” said
Y S Patl, horticulture depart-
ment commissioner.
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Scientists try to pindown cause
oflandslides, rule out quake

Unimaginable destructlon in Mukkodlu Madikeritaluk

Bharath Joshi

MADIKERI/MUKKODLU:A
team of scientists from the
Hyderabad-based Nation-
al Geophysical Research
Institute (NGRI) got crack-
ing Wednesday to try and
answer the‘why' of the
landslides that devastated
the scenic Kodagu.

The NGRI Earthquake

Hazard Assessment group
has installed seismographic
equipment to determine if
there was an earthquake that
added to the destruction that
has been largely attributed to
heavy rainfall.

According to a preliminary
analysis, scientists have ruled
out the possibility that land-
slides were caused due to an
earthquake that occurred on
July 9, which was 3.4 on the
Richter scale about 25 kms
northwest of Madikeri.

“Earthquakes are known to
cause landslides, but in this
case, the July 9 tremors can-
not be linked to the landslides
that have occurred here,”
NGRI senior scientist R Vija-
yvaraghavantold DH. The team
led by himvisited the Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalaya in Heb-
bettageri, where it has set up
seismograph equipment.

Memory of the July 9 earth-
quake 1s still afresh in the
minds of locals here. “I re-
member clearly, my shop was
damaged in that quake,” said
VinuKumbaranna, 50.

RAVA(ID‘ Peoplewade tnrougn sludae atthe raln-ravaged WKKOUIUVIIBCE near
Madlkerl on Wednesday. i PHOTO/B H SHIVAKUMAR

Many locals like him swear
that the July 9 tremors either
loosened the soil or that there
was another earthquake re-
cently that added to the dam-
age, especially cracks on the
roads across north Kodagu.

According to Vijayaragha-
van, it is not necessary that
the severe road damage
was caused by an earth-
quake. “Earthquakes occur
in the deep lands. They are
deep-rooted and normally
don’toccur on the surface.”

Vijayaraghavan, who is
credited with having installed
over a hundred seismic sta-
tons across India, added that
no earthquake above 3 on

the Richter scale was picked
up by NGRI seismographs in

Andhra Pradesh and Telanga-

naaswell.

Discovery

Unimaginabledestruction has
taken place in Mukkodlu in the
Madikeri taluk. On Wednes-
day, several families learnt of
the extent of damage when
they ventured into treacher-
ous terrain to check on their
property forthe firsttimesince
the flooding.

One such family was Rohan
Kariappa’s that owns 22 acres
of coffee and pepper planta-
tion. Rohan and two others
trekked through six kilometres

of knee-deep sludge bracing
leeches, crabs and frog - only
todiscover that9acres of their
property had vanished. “It’s
completely covered in sand,”
he said.

“It’s so bad that we aren’t
even sure if we can rebuild it.
We had coffee plantssinceten
years. How much time will it
take now to get yield? Maybe
20 years,” he wondered.

While the likes of Kariappa
waded through the sludge,
Madikeri MLA and former
minister Appachu Ranjan
waited for a backhoe to clear
the path. The mud, however,
continued to slide and Ranjan
left, hopeless.
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RVIJAYARAGHAVAN,
SENIOR SCIENTIST,
NGRI: Earthquakes are
known to cause land-
slides, but in this case,

the July 9 tremors
cannot be linked to the
landslides that have
occurred here.
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The situation in Mukkodlu
and Hamholeissoterrible that
at least 10 villages in the area
have remained without power
for over two weeks now. Rea-
son: The Chamundeshwari
Electricity Supply Company
(CESC)hasnotbeenable toas-
sessthedamage, letalonefixit.

“There’s a 25-km power
line from Makkanduru that
comes here to Mukkodlu. But
we don't have accessto go and
assess the damage. We expect
to get paths cleared for us and
untilthen, there'll be no power
here,” CESC Madikerisubdivi-
sion assistant engineer Sam-
path AR said.
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3,500 electricity poles
uprooted in Kodagu

MADIKERI: As many as 3,500
electricity poles, 300 trans-
formers and transmission
lines for a length of around 40
km have been damaged in the
rain-battered Kodagu district.
The Chamundeshwari Elec-
tricity Supply Company (Cesc),
which provides power to the
district, has estimated the loss
atRs5crore.

Speaking at a meeting here
onWednesday, Cesc Executive
Engineer Somashekhar said
that power supply has been
restored in most of the affect-
ed areas. He said that main-

tenance work would be accel
erated once the rain recede
completely.

Somshekhar said thatapart
from the Cesc staff, additonal
250 personnel,who have been
hired on contractual basis are
were involved in restoration.
A helpline has been set up to
address to the grievances of
public. The toll free line 1912
will function round the clock.
Priority has been accorded for
restoring the power supply at
public hospitals, relief centres
and schools, he added.
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|AF airlifts 5,000-kg
relief material

BENGALURU, DHNS: The Indian
AirForce (IAF) on Wednesday
airlifted over 5,000 kg of relief
material from the Air Force
Station Yelahanka, to Mysu-
ru. From Mysuru, they will be
flown to Kodagu for distribu-
tonamong flood victims.

Responding to a request by
the Karnataka government
for humanitarian assistance
and disaster relief operations,
the IAF deployed two M#-17
helicopters to carry out recce
and rescue operations across
Kodagu district.

According to an IAF com-
munication issued by the
IAF Training Command HQ
in Yelahanka, Bengaluru, a
total of seven transport air-
craft have been pressed into
service to carry relief materi-
als to various rehabilitation
centres both in Kodagu and
Kerala. Over 20,000 kg of re-
lief load, 207 personnel, 40
doctors and specialists have
been airlifted since August 18.
Besides, an additional 9,000
kg of relief materials were
transported on Tuesday to

Rellef material belng loaded
onto an IAF alrcrart bound ror
Kodagu, at Yelahanka alrbase
onWednesaay.

flood affected areas. The IAF,
also positioned a Rapid Action
Medical Team (RAMT) com-
prising 36 medics and para-
medics carrying 8,500 kg of
medical load, in key areas, to
control criical health hazards
that are expected post-flood.
IAF officers are coordinating
with the Karnataka Natonal
Disaster Response Forceteam
in their relief operations.

Students from Kodagu
can continue studies
inany govt school

BENGALURU: The
Department of Pub-
lic Instruction has is-
sued a circularstating
that students in the
rain-ravaged areas of
Kodagu district can
join schools in any
part of the district or
the state in order to
continue their educa-
tion.

According to the
circular, the affect-
ed students can join
schools of their choice
anywhere in the state
withouthaving tosub-
mit birth certificate.
transfer certificate or
ID proof. They could

ying before the rain
havoc. Thesestudents
wouldalso be exempt-
ed from wearing uni-
formtoschool. Insuch
cases, students orpar-
ents, have to submita
selfattested letter and
rejoin the same class
in which they were
studying previously.
The department has
asked officials to sub-
mit a list of textbooks,
with title, needed tobe
supplied to students
who have lost them in
the rain. The Karna-
taka Textbook Society
has been directed to
meet the demand im-

HDK to visit
Ajmer Sharif
Dargah

BENGALURU: Chief Minister
H D Kumaraswamy will be
leaving for Ajmerin Rajasthan
on Thursday morning.
According to the CMO, Ku-
maraswamy, accompanied by
his family, will be visiting the
Ajmer Dargah tooffer prayers.
The chief minister,whoisslat-
ed to fly to Ajmer at 6 am, is
scheduled to return to Ben-
galuru the same evening.
While it is being said that
Kumaraswamy was visiting

continue in the same mediately. the Diargzah to vrk Bakrid
class they were stud- DH News Service it i raroored that the S)
leader is visiting the shrine in

Schools reopen today observance of his vow during
Except 61 schoolslocated inrain-ravaged 22 ?ﬁgﬂvm:s“ i
re.gions, other schools in the district ? Kumaraswamy, wh;)will in-
will reopen on Thursday. The education cidentally be completing three

department will distribute 5,000 text-
books, and also start conducting classes

in relief centres.

months in office on August
23, has already set a record
by visiting nearly 45 places of
worship.

Rain washes away tourism, trade in coffee bowl

TRSathish kumar

MADIKERI (KODAGU DIST),
DHNS: The three spells of rain
from the beginning of the
monsoon has crippled Kod-
agu's economy, which solely
depends on its agricultural
produce and tourism. Agri-
cultural produce of the district
mainly comprises plantation
and cash crops which also fill
thestate coffers. Tourismisthe
onlyothersource of income for
the residents of the district.
Even big players in the
tourism sector have been af-
fected as the connecting road
snapped and a few rooms of
the resort got damaged. All
rooms, suites and beds of the
dormitory of Hotel Mayura

Valley View of the KSTDC had
been sold out till August 21.
The resort had bookings up to
December. However, guests
have cancelled all bookings
following the deluge.

G R Kiran, manager of
Mayura in Madikeri, said only
one couple was staying in the
facility on Sunday (Aug 19).
He said guests have been can-
cellingbookingsuptoOctober.

“The entire district would
bustlewith activitysince Friday
evenings. The activity extends
up to Monday afternoon. Even
during weekdays, we would get
guests. Now, our facilities have
been damaged and guests also
fear the deluge,” said Mythri,
who runs a homestay.

B S Harish, a plantation man-

ager, said this year not a single
coffee bean can be harvested
in Kodagu. “Not just coffee, all
spiceswould be affected.

K Sridhar, a spice trader,
said the business in coffee and
spices was controlled by mi-
grants from Kerala. “Only lo-
cal traders will be affected be-
cause the migrants may invest
elsewhere. We have to look
after farms, sowe cannotgoto
other placestodo business. As
a farmer myself, I have lost all
my agricultural produce. So,
farmers and farmworkers will
beworst affected,” he said.

Anofficial said construction
of houses would prove tobe a
goldmine for the ‘facilitators.”
The next goldmine will be lay-
ing and relaying of roads.
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access to tourist places due to bad roads wiil afrect tourist

arrivals to Kodagu. oH FILE PHOTO




Multiple landslides
may delay opening
of Sampaje Ghat

MANGALURU, DHNS: The
landslides at mutiple loca-
tions and severe damage

to culverts and roads on
Sampaje Ghat (NH 275) from
Jodupala to Madikeri, in
Kodagu district, coveringa
distance of 14 km, will delay
the opening of theroad for
traffic.

A seniorofficer from the na-
donal highways division of the
PWD said. “itwill take at least
six months for the temporary
repair of the road. The rain is
hampering the work to clear
theroad.”

He said the entire stretch

has seen landslides at several
locations. At a few areas, the
entire road is washed away
in Payaswini river. [t will take
time for clearing the soil,
boulders and trees fallen on
the stretch. A few landslides
are more than halfa kilometre
long. A Sullia resident said,
“people from Kodagu district
visit Sullia or Mangaluru for
multi-speciality treatment at
hospitals. The closure of the
road has affected such pa-
tients. Now, a few travel on the
Madiker+-Bhagamandala-Ka-
rike-Panathadi-Kasargod-Sul-
lia-Mangaluru road.”

With floods causingdamage
in Jodupala and surrounding
areas on the border of Dak-
shina Kannada and Kodagu
districts, two experts from Ge-
ological SurveyofIndiaandan
official from the National Dis-
aster Management Authority
visited Jodupala, Monnangeri
and Hemmathala fora prelim-
nary study.

Dakshina Kannada Deputy
Commissioner Sasikanth Sen-
thil told DH that the experts

will give a preliminary report.
The inputs from the GSI ex-
perts will be sought before un-
dertaking restorationworks.

“If the GSI experts feel
Devarakallu, Aramakallu and
Karekallu, where no major
damage has happened, are
safe, the victims will be sent
back to their houses after
the rain recedes. A majority
of the residents who are pro-
vided shelter at relief centres
in Sampaje, Kallugundi and
Aranthodu wish to go back
to their houses,” said the DC.
But places like Jodupala and
Monnangeri are stll risky for
peopleto go.

Senthil said the work on
clearing roads at Jodupala is
on. About schoolchildren at
relief camps, the deputy com-
missioner said a majority of
them had started attending
nearby schools. The team,
helped by a map of the region,
checked whether the topog-
raphy and course of the river
had changed. Speaking to me-
diapersons, Maruthi, one of
the team members, said, “It
requires indepth study to find
out the cause for the devas-
tation. The experts will visit
again after the rain recedes.”

“We need to find out the
hard rock area to check the
stable zone. A detailed map-
ping of the region needs to be
done. It looks like rainfall led
to execssive flowof waterinthe
‘nala’in theregion,whichinits
course washed away houses
andshops,” hesaid.

Anindepthstudyisrequired
to find out whether there can
be habitation in the land-
slide-affected area, Maruthi
added.

BENGALURU: Former chief the Male Mahadeshwara tem-

minister Siddaramaiah ple.which is next to the Idgah

seems to be courtinga Maidan in the city, where

shoe controversyagain.On  he had gone to offer Bakrid

Wednesday, hewas seen prayers.

lettinga man help himwith

hisshoes.Theentireacthas Man helped him tie shoes

been caught on camera. Siddaramaiah was accompa-
Siddaramaiah was exiting nied by Food and Civil Sup-

State to put Rs 500 cr
in logistics sector,
targetsRs 5,500 cr

BENGALURU: The govern-
ment has come out witha
draft logistics policy thatin-
cludes fiscal investment up
to Rs 500 crore, Rs 10 crore
of reimbursements and tax
cuts to investors besides
easing of land acquisition
rules by tweaking existing
rules.

Industrial Development
Commissioner Darpan Jain
said Karnataka stands fourth
in states that are leading logis-
tic hubs in the country and the
policy aims to bring it to the
first position.

“Thedraft policy focuses on
six broad subjects of thesector:
fiscal incentive, connectivity
infrastructure, skill develop-
ment, innovation, quality and
ease of doing business,” he
said at a recent consultation
withindustrystakeholdersand
their feedback before finalis-
ing the policy.

Adecade later

The policy has come a decade
after the idea was first mooted
inthe state.

Two leaders in the sector
expressed concern about the
“impediments in the land
acquisition process” and the
problems associated with
leasing land from Karnataka
Industrial Area Development
Board (KIADB).

“Even if a piece of land is
partofindustrial zone, acquir-
ing it after getting clearanc-

plies Minister Zameer Ahmed
Khan, on whose shoulder the
former chiefministerwasseen
leaning while the man helped
himwith hisshoes.

In December 2016, Siddar-
amaiah had come under at-
tack for letting a man tie his
shoelaces outside his house

es is a major challenge. The
three potential hubs around
Bengaluru are Hoskote, Nel-
amangala and Jigani, but they
come under panchayats and
any land transaction requires
multiple clearances,” said Ra-
jendra Hinduja of Gokaldas
Warehousing Corporation.

Acquisition rules

Jain said the government has
already 1dentfied clusters of
land where some of the land
acquisition ruleswillnotapply.
“We have set a conservative
target of reaching Rs 5,500
crore investments in the logis-
tics sector by 2020. The gov-
ernment will take the steps
necessary to reach the target.”
hesaid.

The logistics policy envi-
sions a multi-modal chain of
infrastructure allowing seam-
less connectivity between in-
dustries and market enabled
by latestdigital technology like
blockchain.

Jain said the government
will finalise the policy after
incorporating inputs from in-
dustryleaders.

Earlier, Minister for In-
dustries and Commerce K J
George and principal secre-
tary to the department Gau-
rav Gupta spoke about the
planned Tumakuru Industrial
Node, Dobbspet Logistics Park
and the Bengaluru-Chennai
economic corridor.
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Hundreds pay
floral tributes
to ashes of
Vajpayee

BENGALURU: Hundredsof BJP
workers and admirers of Atal
Bihari Vajpayee paid floral
tributes to the ashes of the for-
mer prime minister at the par-
ty headquarters in Bengaluru
on Wednesday.

BJP state president BS Yed-
dyurappa brought the urns
containing theashesofVajpay-
ee from New Delhi. The urns
were taken in a procession
from the Kempegowda Inter-
national Airport to BJP office.
Top state leaders including
Ananth Kumar, DV Sadanan-
da Gowda and R Ashoka were
present.

The BJP’s move is seen as
an effort to tap the legacy of
its most popular icon ahead of
the Lok Sabha polls with Ast
Visarjan (immersion of ash-
es) programmes organised at
Triveni Sangam in Srirangap-
atna and seven other places
besides a condolence meeting
this week.

OnThursday, theumwill be
taken ina procession to Triveni
Sangam in Srirangapatna for
immersion. The procession
will pass through Ramanaga-
ra, Channapatna, Maddurand
Mandya. AstiVisarjan will also
be held at seven other places
on August 25 - Rivers Neth-
ravathi, Malaprabha, Krishna
Karanja, Tungabhadra, Shar-
avathi and Tunga. A condo-
lence meeting for Vajpayeewill
be held in Bengaluru on
August 26.
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Siddaramaiah courts shoe controversy again

in Mysuru. Siddaramaiahwas ing the rain ravaged Kodagu
the chief minister then. on Thursday.

Speaking to reporters, he
said he would review the af-
termath of the flood situation,
and call for the government’s
attention to expedite relief
works.

DH News Service

Videowentviral

Assoon asthevideowentviral,

he was dubbed as ‘arrogant’

and ‘pseudo socialist’ by the

Opposition parties.
Siddaramaiah will be visit-







